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Abstract

This research examines conflict resolution and peacebuilding in the international arena by
highlighting the factors that contributed to success or failure in various cases. This study
examines the conflict in Aceh, Indonesia, which was successfully resolved through
international mediation and internal reconciliation, as well as the failure to build peace in
Iraq after the US invasion, which resulted from a disregard for local history and culture. In
addition, the research also discusses the conflict in Rwanda, where the support of
international organizations and the government's commitment to address past issues
successfully drove the post-genocide reconciliation process. Based on this analysis, the
research highlights the importance of community engagement, international support and
community-based approaches in achieving sustainable peace. This study contributes to
understanding effective approaches to conflict resolution in various global contexts.
Keywords: Conflict Resolution, Peacebuilding, International Mediation, Reconciliation Context

Introduction
In the context of globalization, the complexity of conflict resolution and peacebuilding

has increased, requiring a multifaceted approach that goes beyond mere military intervention.
Diplomatic negotiations are essential, as they foster dialogue between conflicting parties,
aiming for mutually acceptable agreements that can lead to sustainable peace and stability (Olha
Melnychuk, 2024). Mediation techniques used by neutral third parties play a vital role in
reducing tensions and facilitating collaborative problem-solving, which is crucial in resolving
large-scale and small-scale conflicts (Omar Abdi Mohamed Qasaye, 2023). In addition,
peacekeeping operations, especially those conducted by international organizations such as the
UN, play a vital role in maintaining security in post-conflict areas, thereby preventing a
resurgence of violence (Kefelegn Tesfaye Abate, 2024). To effectively address the root causes
of conflict, conflict resolution frameworks are needed, as they provide a structured approach to
understanding stakeholder interests and developing comprehensive strategies for long-term
peace (Maria Zhomartkyzy, 2023). Furthermore, state-building has been identified as a
fundamental aspect for achieving stability and sustainable conflict management, linking
governance and development to peacebuilding efforts (Mohammed Saaida, 2023). Thus, a
combination of these strategies is essential for international actors to navigate the challenges of
creating sustainable peace in an increasingly interconnected world. Conflict resolution goes
beyond mere negotiation, it encompasses reconciliation and post-conflict recovery, which

require an effective framework to prevent conflict and promote peace. Research shows that a
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holistic approach, integrating political, economic, social, and cultural dimensions, significantly
increases the likelihood of success for peacebuilding efforts (Rita Merhej, 2024). Central to this
approach is the principle of inclusivity, which emphasizes the active participation of local
communities in the conflict resolution process. This participation not only empowers local
populations but also ensures that the needs and perspectives of those directly affected by the
conflict are adequately represented, leading to more sustainable outcomes (Mohamad Fadl
Haraké, 2024) (Victor Adefarasin, 2023). In addition, local traditions from Asia and Oceania
provide valuable insights and methodologies that can enrich mainstream conflict resolution
practices. These traditions advocate collaborative approaches that respect cultural differences
and promote community engagement, challenging conventional Western assumptions about
conflict resolution (Omar Abdi Mohamed Qasaye, 2023) (Leonard A Jason, 2023). By
integrating these diverse perspectives and encouraging community ownership, peacebuilding
initiatives can more effectively address the root causes of conflict, ultimately contributing to
more stable and harmonious societies (Rita Merhej, 2024) (Victor Adefarasin, 2023).
International actors, especially multilateral organizations such as the United Nations (UN) and
regional entities such as the African Union, play a critical role in conflict resolution and
peacebuilding. These organizations facilitate dialogue and collective action among member
states, which are essential for effective peacekeeping and post-conflict reconstruction efforts
(Violeta Sevcenco, 2024) and (Nouf Abdul Lateef, 2024).

Peacekeeping missions, which involve the deployment of international troops, are directly
involved in maintaining security in conflict areas, thereby reducing tensions and fostering an
environment conducive to reconciliation (Omar Abdi Mohamed Qasaye, 2023). However, the
effectiveness of these initiatives is often undermined by challenges in coordination and
commitment among various stakeholders. The relationship between the UN and regional
organizations has evolved, highlighting the need for better strategies to enhance collaboration
in peacekeeping and conflict prevention (Mamoona Bashir, 2024) and (Eugenia Baroncelli,
2023). As the global landscape shifts, it is critical to analyze how these international actors can
better support conflict resolution and peacebuilding efforts, ensuring that their interventions are
not only timely but also sustainable in promoting lasting peace (Omar Abdi Mohamed Qasaye,
2023) (Eugenia Baroncelli, 2023). This analysis will be central to understanding the
complexities of international engagement in conflict situations. The interplay of external factors
such as climate change and economic inequality significantly influences conflict dynamics and
peacebuilding efforts. Climate change exacerbates resource scarcity, leading to competition for

essential resources such as water and food, which can fuel conflict, especially in areas with
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unstable political and economic systems (Sameh W. AlMuqdadi, 2024). In addition, economic
inequality fosters social tensions, making it a significant factor in the emergence of political
conflict. Addressing these disparities is critical to sustainable peacebuilding, as equitable
distribution of resources can reduce grievances and reduce the likelihood of unrest (O. Nirmala,
2024). To effectively address these challenges, innovative and adaptive peacebuilding
strategies are needed. These approaches must be flexible and responsive to the evolving nature
of conflicts influenced by external factors (Elise Remling, 2024). Furthermore, cooperation
between states and good governance are essential to managing environmental threats and
ensuring sustainable peace in post-conflict societies (Florian Krampe, 2024). By integrating
diverse perspectives and learning from past experiences, stakeholders can develop
comprehensive solutions that address the complexities of conflict resolution and peacebuilding

in the international arena, ultimately contributing to a more stable global environment.

Literature Review
Conflict Theory and Conflict Resolution

Conflict theory underlies the understanding of the causes and dynamics of international
conflict. One of the classical theories is “Realism”, which emphasizes that conflict is a natural
consequence of competition between states for power and security (Morgenthau, 1948; Waltz,
1979). Realism emphasizes the importance of military power and strategic alliances as a means
of conflict resolution. In contrast, the theory of “Liberalism” focuses on diplomacy,
international institutions, and cooperation between states in avoiding conflict (Keohane & Nye,
1977). The liberal approach emphasizes the role of international institutions, such as the United
Nations (UN) and regional organizations, in facilitating dialogue and conflict mediation. The
theory of “constructivism” emphasizes that conflict does not only originate from material
interests but also from differences in identity, values, and perceptions between states (Wendt,
1992). Thus, conflict resolution can be achieved through changes in perceptions and attitudes

towards “the other”, as well as through the reconstruction of international norms.

Approaches to International Diplomacy and Mediation

Diplomacy and international mediation are the main instruments in conflict resolution
efforts. Reflecting on the literature, “Track I diplomacy” (diplomacy between states) and “Track
II diplomacy” (informal dialogue between non-state actors) are often used simultaneously to
reach a peace agreement (Bercovitch & Houston, 1996). The success of mediation is often
influenced by a third party, such as an international organization or a major state, acting as a
mediator. A study by Wallensteen (2007) showed that the success of mediation depends on the
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neutrality of the mediator, the commitment of the parties, and international legitimacy. In
addition, the concept of “multitrack diplomacy” introduced by Diamond and McDonald (1996)
emphasizes the importance of the involvement of various sectors, including civil society,
business, and the media, in conflict resolution. They argue that sustainable peace can only be

achieved through the active participation of various actors outside the government.

Peacebuilding

Peacebuilding is a broader process than conflict resolution, which focuses on creating
conditions that support long-term peace and prevent the recurrence of violence. Galtung (1996)
introduced the concept of “positive peace,” which involves building just social, political, and
economic structures beyond the mere absence of violence. This literature highlights the role of
reconciliation, transitional justice, and economic development as important components of
peacebuilding (Lederach, 1997). Peacebuilding also involves international actors such as the
UN, which through “UN Peacekeeping Missions” acts as a monitor and supporter of peace
processes in post-conflict countries (Fortna, 2008). Other studies highlight the importance of

“statebuilding” and “institutionbuilding” in creating a stable foundation for peace (Paris, 2004).

The Role of International Organizations in Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding

Research has highlighted the key role of international organizations in facilitating
dialogue and mediation, as well as in implementing peacebuilding missions. For example, the
UN through its Security Council often acts as a leader in mediating international conflicts
(Mingst & Karns, 2011). Regional organizations, such as the African Union and ASEAN, also
play important roles in resolving conflicts in their regions (Francis, 2006). The success of
international organizations in peacebuilding processes often depends on the political and
financial support of member states, as well as on their ability to mobilize human and material
resources (Barnett, Kim, & O’Donnell, 2010).

Challenges in Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding

Several studies have identified challenges faced in the process of conflict resolution and
peacebuilding. One of the main challenges is the imbalance of power between the actors
involved in the conflict, which often hinders the achievement of a just and sustainable
agreement (Zartman, 2008). In addition, the involvement of external actors with strategic or
economic interests in the conflict area can worsen the situation (Kaldor, 1999). Another

challenge is political instability in post-conflict countries, which is often accompanied by weak

19


https://issn.brin.go.id/terbit/detail/20240128320131053

Journal of Student Collaboration Research E-ISSN:
https://myjournal.or.id/index.php/JSCR Vol. 1, No. 2, May-August (2024), pp.16-35

state institutions, corruption, and inability to manage economic development. This shows the
importance of institutional reform and economic recovery as part of a long-term peacebuilding
strategy (Call, 2012).

Empirical Studies on Conflict Resolution and Peacebuilding

Several empirical studies have highlighted specific cases where conflict resolution and
peacebuilding have succeeded or failed. For example, the successful mediation in Aceh,
Indonesia (Aspinall, 2005) shows how the involvement of international mediators and internal
reconciliation can be key to peace. On the other hand, the failure to build peace in Iraq after the
US invasion shows the importance of awareness of local context and participatory involvement
in post-conflict development (Dodge, 2012). A study conducted by Aspinall (2005) on conflict
mediation in Aceh highlighted the success of the peace process between the Free Aceh
Movement (GAM) and the Indonesian government. The mediation facilitated by the Crisis
Management Initiative (CMI) with former Finnish President, Martti Ahtisaari, as an
international mediator played a key role in ending the conflict that had lasted for decades. The
success of mediation in Aceh can be seen from several important factors:

« Involvement of International Mediators, Ahtisaari's role as a neutral third party was able
to build trust between the two parties. In addition, the international status of Ahtisaari and CMI
provided strong legitimacy to the mediation process.

* Local Context and Internal Reconciliation, The conflict in Aceh was influenced by a
long history of economic and political marginalization felt by the Acehnese people. Therefore,
the peace process should not only focus on ending violence but also on reconciliation and efforts
for just economic and political rehabilitation for the Acehnese people.

 Natural Disaster Factor, the 2004 Tsunami that destroyed most of Aceh played an
important role in accelerating the peace process. The impact of this natural disaster created a
new urgency for both parties to find a peaceful solution and jointly rebuild the region.

The case of Aceh shows that effective conflict resolution involves a combination of strong
mediation, awareness of the local context, and comprehensive and sustainable reconciliation

initiatives.

Methods
This study uses a qualitative approach with a case study method to understand conflict

resolution and peacebuilding in the international arena. This approach is relevant because it

allows for in-depth analysis of specific contexts, actors, processes, and factors that influence
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the success or failure of peace efforts in various conflict areas. This study aims to explore the
phenomenon in depth and understand the social, political, and cultural dynamics behind the
conflict and its resolution efforts. This approach is suitable for examining various complex
conflict contexts, where variables are difficult to measure quantitatively.

With the method used Explaining in detail the mediation process, international
involvement, and the challenges and opportunities that arise in conflict resolution, and
Analyzing the factors that influence the success or failure of peacebuilding efforts. The data
collected will be analyzed using thematic analysis. This technique involves identifying,
analyzing, and interpreting patterns (themes) that emerge in the data. Using semi-structured
interviews, document analysis, and data triangulation, this study seeks to make a significant
contribution to the understanding of how international interventions and local contexts interact

in efforts to create sustainable peace.

Results and Discussion
The Case of Aceh, Indonesia

Successful Mediation and Reconciliation

* Involvement of International Mediators: Mediation by the Norwegian government and
facilitation by various international organizations played a key role in the peace process in
Aceh. The presence of a neutral mediator helped reduce tensions between the Indonesian
government and the Free Aceh Movement (GAM).

* Internal Reconciliation: The Helsinki Peace Agreement (2005) created a platform for
reconciliation between various groups in Aceh, including the resolution of transitional justice
issues that were critical to building trust among local communities.

* Role of Civil Society: The involvement of civil society in the peace process provided
additional legitimacy to the process. Post-conflict economic development programs, such as
infrastructure rehabilitation and education improvement, succeeded in improving community

welfare.

Supporting Factors:

* Availability of space for community dialogue and participation.

The availability of space for community dialogue and participation is one of the key
factors supporting the successful resolution of the conflict in Aceh. Here is a brief explanation

of the importance of this aspect:
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1. Facilitating Communication, The available dialogue space allows various parties,
including the government, separatist groups, and civil society, to communicate with each other
and share views. This dialogue helps reduce misunderstandings and build trust between parties

involved in the conflict.

2. Inclusion of Local Actors, Community participation in the mediation and negotiation
process provides an opportunity for them to convey local aspirations and needs. This is very
important for creating solutions that are relevant and acceptable to all parties. Community

involvement also reduces feelings of dissatisfaction that can re-ignite conflict.

3. Community Empowerment, With the space for dialogue, communities become more
empowered and feel they have control over the conflict resolution process. This empowerment
increases a sense of ownership of the results of peace, which in turn can strengthen community

commitment to maintaining stability and preventing the recurrence of conflict.

4. Building Reconciliation, Open and inclusive dialogue creates opportunities for
reconciliation between groups that were previously in conflict. By listening to each other's
experiences and views, this process helps overcome past wounds and build better

understanding.

5. Responsive to Local Needs, Dialogue space allows for decision-making that is
responsive to local dynamics and needs, rather than simply decisions determined by external
parties. This helps ensure that policies and programs implemented are aligned with the

expectations and real conditions of the community.

Overall, the availability of space for dialogue and community participation in Aceh plays
an important role in creating an environment conducive to conflict resolution, which ultimately
contributes to sustainable peacebuilding.

* Strong political support from the international community.

Strong political support from the international community is an important factor in the

success of conflict resolution in Aceh. Here is a brief explanation of the role of this support:
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1. Legitimacy of the Peace Process, The involvement of international mediators, such as
Norway, provides additional legitimacy to the peace process. This support shows that the
resolution of the Aceh conflict has received attention and recognition from the global

community, which helps reduce doubts among the conflicting parties.

2. Resources and Technical Assistance, Support from the international community often
includes the provision of resources, both financial and technical, to support the implementation
of the peace agreement. This includes assistance in infrastructure reconstruction, economic

development programs, and training for security forces and government.

3. Monitoring and Enforcement of the Agreement, The international community can act
as a monitor in the implementation of the peace agreement, ensuring that all parties comply
with their commitments. This can help prevent violations that could undermine the peace
process and increase trust between the parties.

4. Pressure to Respect Human Rights, Political support from the international community
also creates pressure on the parties involved to respect human rights during and after the peace
process. This is important to build trust among conflict-affected communities.

5. Driver of Diplomacy and Negotiation, The international community can act as a neutral
mediator in negotiations, helping to resolve tensions and facilitate dialogue between conflicting

parties. This support can create a more conducive atmosphere for reaching an agreement.

Overall, strong political support from the international community provides a solid
foundation for the conflict resolution process in Aceh, ensuring that peace efforts are supported
by sufficient resources and effective monitoring. This contributes to the creation of a more
stable and sustainable peace in the region.

The Case of Iraq

Peacebuilding Failures

* Lack of Understanding of Local Context, After the US invasion in 2003, the approach
taken was more top-down and did not take into account local social and political dynamics.
Many policies were implemented without consulting local communities, leading to

dissatisfaction and instability.
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» Limited Participatory Engagement, The process of building a new government and
reconstructing infrastructure was often ignored by local communities. This resulted in the
marginalization of certain groups, which in turn fueled new violence and conflict.

» Ongoing Security Crisis, The emergence of extremist groups and continued political
instability after the invasion showed that peacebuilding must involve a more inclusive approach

and respect existing social structures.

Factors Causing Failure:
* Lack of community-based approach.
Lack of Community-Based Approaches in the Failure of Iragi Resolution

The lack of a community-based approach is one of the main factors that led to the failure
of post-US invasion and peace-building efforts in Irag. Here is a brief explanation of how this
lack of approach contributed to the failure:

1. Neglect of Local Aspirations: The approach taken by the international coalition forces
after the invasion focused more on top-down strategies, without involving local communities
in the decision-making process. As a result, the aspirations, needs, and concerns of local

communities were not adequately considered, creating widespread dissatisfaction.

2. Lack of Community Participation: The lack of direct involvement of local communities
in the political and social reconstruction process meant that the policies implemented were not
in line with the conditions and desires of the community. This weakened the legitimacy of the

new government and created a gap that extremist groups could exploit to gain support.

3. Inter-Community Tensions: Without community-based dialogue, tensions between
different ethnic and religious groups—especially between Sunnis, Shiites, and Kurds—were
not managed properly. The failure to accommodate these differences through an inclusive

approach has fueled more conflict and violence.

4. Unrepresentative Government: The government formed after the invasion was seen as
not representative of all groups in Iraq, especially minority groups. This has led to deeper

divisions and lack of support for existing institutions from local communities.
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5. Reinforcing Anti-Western Sentiment: The external imposition approach has reinforced
the view that the reconstruction process is a foreign agenda that does not have Iraq’s national

interests at heart. This has exacerbated distrust of peace efforts facilitated by foreign powers.

The Impact of Lack of Community-Based Approach
As a result of the lack of a community-based approach, the peacebuilding process in Iraq
has been vulnerable to instability, sectarian tensions have increased, and opportunities for
creating an inclusive and responsive government have been hampered. These failures highlight
the importance of prioritizing community participation in sustainable peace efforts.
* Neglect of local history and culture.

Neglect of Local History and Culture in the Failure of Resolving the Iraq Case

Neglect of local history and culture is one of the main causes of the failure of
conflict resolution and peacebuilding in Iraq after the 2003 US invasion. This factor has
a significant impact on worsening the post-conflict situation. Here is a brief explanation

of how this neglect contributed to the failure:

1. Lack of Understanding of the Complexity of Iraqi History: Iraq has a long
history filled with ethnic, sectarian, and political tensions between groups such as
Sunnis, Shiites, and Kurds. Invasion and intervention without a deep understanding of
these historical dynamics led to political and military decisions that failed to anticipate
potential conflicts between these groups.

2. Elimination of Institutions and Marginalization of Local Elites: One of the
major mistakes was the dissolution of the Iragi military (De-Ba'athification) and the
neglect of the political elite who had played an important role in the Iraqgi social order.
This action eliminated elements that had maintained the balance of power, especially in
relations between various groups in society. This worsened political and security

instability.

3. Failure to Respect Local Cultural Identities: Iraq’s rich and diverse cultures,
with their strong values, customs, and religious practices, were not adequately

accommodated in post-conflict development efforts. This neglect created a sense of
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alienation among local communities, who felt that the solutions implemented by

outsiders were not in line with their traditions and identities.

4. Conflict Resolution Inconsistent with Local Values: Efforts to build new
political institutions and legal systems in Iraq were carried out using Western models
without considering local values, such as traditional dispute resolution mechanisms.

This exacerbated public distrust of the new government and the peacebuilding process.

5. Reigniting Sectarian Conflict: By ignoring Iraq’s history of sectarian conflict, the
strategy adopted failed to properly manage tensions between Sunni and Shia communities. This
reinforced social divisions that led to widespread sectarian violence and worsened the security
situation in the country.

Impact of Neglecting Local History and Culture

The neglect of local history and culture in post-invasion Iraq has led to policies being
implemented that are not in line with the realities on the ground. This has created a chasm
between the new government and Iragi society, exacerbated instability, and delayed the peace-
building process. Successful conflict resolution should involve a deep understanding of local
history, culture, and social dynamics to make solutions more effective and sustainable.

3. The Case of Rwanda

Successes of Post-Genocide Reconciliation

1. Reconciliation Initiatives: The national reconciliation program initiated by the
Rwandan government after the 1994 genocide successfully created a framework for reuniting
divided communities. The Gacaca courts, while not without their critics, have enabled the
recognition and resolution of conflicts at the local level.

2. The Role of Education and Social Awareness: Education on tolerance, as well as
community-based reconciliation programs, have contributed to the restoration of social
relations and the building of trust between different communities.

3. Involvement of Women: Women have played a critical role in the reconciliation and

community-building process, which has been a pillar of recovery in Rwanda.

Supporting Factors:

» Government commitment to addressing the past.
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1. Acknowledgement of Past Crimes, The Rwandan government has demonstrated a
strong commitment to acknowledging and addressing the atrocities committed during the
1994 genocide, in which more than 800,000 people, mostly Tutsi, were Kkilled. This
acknowledgement is essential to prevent denial of history and to provide justice for victims
and survivors.

2. Establishment of Gacaca Courts: As part of its efforts to address the past, Rwanda
established a traditional local court system called “Gacaca,” designed to try thousands of
people accused of involvement in the genocide. These courts allow local communities to
participate in the justice process, providing space for confessions, apologies, and
reconciliation among divided communities.

3. National Reconciliation Efforts: The Rwandan government, under the leadership of
Paul Kagame, has focused on rebuilding national cohesion by promoting reconciliation among
warring groups. These reconciliation initiatives include educational programs to prevent
ethnic hatred and promote values of unity and equality.

4. Social and Political Reform: The Rwandan government is committed to addressing
the root causes of the conflict by undertaking social and political reforms aimed at eliminating
ethnic discrimination and building more inclusive institutions. This approach is designed to
prevent future violence and create a system of governance that is fair to all citizens.

5. Economic Development as Part of Recovery: In addition to addressing political and
social issues, the Rwandan government has also demonstrated a strong commitment to
promoting economic development as part of its recovery efforts. Substantial investments in
infrastructure, education, and technology are part of the strategy to create long-term stability

and address the inequalities that fueled the conflict.

The Rwandan government’s strong commitment to confronting and addressing past
crimes, through local justice mechanisms, national reconciliation, and structural reform, has
helped restore stability and build the foundations for sustainable peace. While challenges
remain, seriousness in addressing historical trauma is a critical element in the successful
resolution of the conflict in Rwanda..

* Support from international and local organizations.
Support from international and local organizations is a critical element in the success of
post-genocide reconciliation and peacebuilding in Rwanda. Here is a brief explanation of the

important roles played by these organizations:
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1. The Role of the United Nations (UN), Following the Rwandan genocide, the UN was
involved in recovery efforts, most notably through the United Nations Assistance Mission for
Rwanda (UNAMIR). Although initially criticized for failing to prevent the genocide, the UN
later played a role in maintaining post-conflict stability, most notably through support for
restoring security and delivering humanitarian aid.

2. Support from the International Court, The UN’s establishment of the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) was a major step in providing justice for victims of the
genocide. The court was tasked with bringing to justice key figures responsible for atrocities
committed during the genocide, and helped strengthen Rwanda’s legal system in handling war
crimes cases.

3. Participation of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), Various non-governmental
organizations, both international and local, played a key role in providing humanitarian
assistance, trauma rehabilitation, and psychosocial support to victims. NGOs such as “Human
Rights Watch” and “Médecins Sans Frontiéres” helped address the humanitarian crisis faced
by millions of people after the genocide. These organizations also supported efforts to develop
reconciliation and community development programs.

4. Regional Organizations and the African Union (AU), The African Union (formerly
known as the Organization of African Unity) provided political and logistical support to the
Rwandan government during the reconstruction process. The African Union also helped
strengthen regional cooperation and establish mechanisms to prevent the recurrence of similar
violence in the African region.

5. Economic Support from the International Community, Economic assistance from donor
countries and international organizations such as the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) was crucial in Rwanda's recovery process. These funds were used to
rebuild infrastructure, strengthen the health and education sectors, and create long-term
economic development programs.

6. Involvement of Local Organizations, In addition to international support, local
organizations also played a significant role in the reconciliation process. Civil society groups,
religious organizations, and local initiatives were involved in facilitating inter-ethnic dialogue
and supporting reconciliation at the community level. They were also involved in trauma

healing and creating programs to encourage community participation in the peace process.

* Impact of Support from International and Local Organizations
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Support from international and local organizations has helped accelerate the post-conflict
reconstruction process in Rwanda, both in terms of justice, security, and economic
development. The role of international organizations, such as the UN and the international
court, provides justice and stability, while local organizations provide direct support to
communities in social and psychological recovery. This collaboration is key to the success of
creating sustainable peace in Rwanda after the genocide tragedy.

From the three cases above, it can be concluded that the success of conflict resolution and
peacebuilding is greatly influenced by contextual factors, including the involvement of local
actors, support from civil society, and awareness of existing social dynamics. In Aceh, an
inclusive approach and the involvement of international mediators have yielded positive
results in reconciliation and development. In contrast, in Irag, a lack of understanding of the
local context and minimal participatory engagement led to the failure to create sustainable
peace. In Rwanda, a commitment to reconciliation and the involvement of all elements of
society helped to heal old wounds and build a more cohesive society. This study shows that
conflict resolution and peacebuilding require approaches that are sensitive to the local context,
involve community participation, and facilitate dialogue between various actors. The success
or failure of these efforts will have a direct impact on stability and prosperity in conflict areas.
Collaborative efforts that prioritize local interests must be the basis for formulating future

conflict resolution strategies.

Conclusion
Conflict resolution and peacebuilding in the international arena are heavily influenced

by a variety of factors, such as the involvement of mediators, support from the international
community, and an understanding of the local historical and cultural context. Case studies of
the conflicts in Aceh and Iraqg provide important lessons. The success in Aceh demonstrates the
importance of inclusive dialogue and strong international support, while the failure in Iraq
highlights the dangers of ignoring local dynamics and the lack of a community-based approach.
In Rwanda, the successful resolution of the post-genocide conflict was supported by the
government's commitment to addressing past issues and the participation of international and
local organizations. These efforts created a more sustainable framework for reconciliation and

development. From these cases, it is clear that a contextual and participatory approach,
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supported by local and international actors, is key to the success of conflict resolution and long-
term peacebuilding..
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